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The BLrosville Track.

The Birdsville Track Ls a outback track Ln Australia. The 517 kRilometres trock runs
between Marree, @ small town Lin the north eastern part of South Australia to Birdsville in
South Western. Ruetnsland and 1t goes through three deserts the Strzeleckl Desert, Sturt
Stony Desert ana Tirari Desert.

The track has many types of surfaces from sand dunes to gibber plains. There is often
water over the road from the bores and after heavy rains.

wWhen the railway reached Marree in 1224 cattle and sheep were to be driven from
@ueensland, Northern T,-:rritﬂr';:j and New South wales to Marree and transported to Port
Augusta by train. There was a lack of surface water along the entire route so the South
Australian governament sank artesian bores at intervals of about 50 Rilometres.

Twice a year the traffic on the Birdsville Track aets busy whea the Birdsville Races are on
in September and the Big Red Bash music concert bn July.

The only fuel, supplies om the track are at the Mungeranie Station, 204 kw from Marvee
and 313 km from Birdsville, no problem for me as | have dual fuel tanks with a capacity
of 180 litres and range of approx 1200 k.

The EquiP MEent.

My vehicle is a Toyota pop top camper with
L=

dual 90 Litre fuel tanks , a 50 Litre water

tank.

The vehicle can sleep four people with the
roof extended, it has a cooker, sink, fridge,
storage cupboards {or food utensils and
clothing.

The vehicle has a 150 watt solar pavel and
a 2000 watt Lnverter for 240 volt powey, it
Also has dual batteries so as to keep the
fridoe going #ﬂﬂ and night,

I have recovery equipment consisting of a
swatch strap, high Lift jack, Max trax,
lowg hawndled shovel and aw exhaust air
Jack.

Safety equipment is a first aid kit, fire
blankeet, 2 fire extinguishers one at the
front and one at the back, a satellite phone
awnd LUHF radio.




Lare Ha rry

The Lake Harry Ruins are about 40km north of
Marree on the Birdsville Track.

The owners of Lake Harry honestead tried to arow
date palms here. After sinking a bore for water trees
were planted, the trees grew but there were wo one to
pollinate the trees, so they tried pollinating by hawd,
it turned out to be unsuceessful and was abandoned.

Left; Stavt of the Bivdsville Tvack road conditions
sLan.
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BLlrdsville Track

The Birdsville Track is approx S17kw long, it goes
from Marres i South Australia to Birdsville in
Gueensland,

The track passes through three deserts and has many
different road surfaces as yow can see the pictures on
these two pages.

whew [t rains the surface can chanae and care must
be taken.




Mulooring Station

Mulooring Station is 54km north west of Marree. Mulooring owned by the Price family and is
nearly 800 square kilometres of saltbush country in the arid cutback.

v 1938 Elliot Price and his brother sank bores all over the property and diverted water into the dry
bed of the Frome River where it flowed alona for 25 kwms supplying the homestead and forming
billabongs. The pressure of the water coming up frome the bore powers a 240v power plant for the
statiown.

The Cavaping arpunds pn the Frome Crégk which are 2km frc:m the homeestead whech vncludes tollets

A Fr',:rin tables. The Mulooruna waterkole and wetland are visited 'r;{ai many oLros

A 25km drive will take You to Lake Eyre, f‘mm Mulooring, the track takes vou to the shores {.{[ ake
Eyre South, alowngside the Goyder Chnannel that Links this with the main Lake Eyre, and -'E.w:i.;.LE.a to
Level Post Bay, at the end of the track.

On 17 JuiH 1964, at his second attewapt (1963 was o wet ;.,-.-::-w}, Downald campbell set the land speed
record o the dry salt paw of Lake EYre in his famous Bluebird car.
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Muloorina

Lake Eyre is officially known as Lake Eyre / Kati
rhanda, it Ls the lowest natural point ln Australia, at
approximately 15 waeters below sea Level. This massive
salt lake is 144 Rm long and FFem wide and
receives water via the Dlawenting approximately ovce
b tew pears.

Top left: Lake Byre / Kati Thanda National Park.

Top right: The Neck.

Bottom right: Lake Ekjrc South.




Ccla Ytown wetlanads S 4

lHEHﬂWEH‘E *Tﬂ
+HOT ARTESIAN BATH

Clayton wetlawnds are on Clayton cattle station. .

Page right; Turnoff for Clayton wetlands.

Page Ltf-t;

- -.ill_;.n_l.HJ.\_lr'-'il-l"

Top Left; Bore f2d spa. R e

Bottom i..:ft; ﬂLﬂHtmﬂ. wetlands. il - : '# Y -
o :‘ -r'."'-: ..l.d._iF-.
Top right; Shower and toilet at :.ﬂw_'Pi.u..g arounds, . .-g: e 5
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Pulkaninng

bulkaninna Station is a full 4 orgawnic accredited cattle
station which breed Poll Hereford crossed with Black
Awngus cattle. The statlow alse breeds Australian Stock
horses awnd Ruarter horses, as well as Kelple Dogs.
Coolibah Camp Ls 1R ' rove the homeestead and nas hot
water showers, toilets and a basic camp Ritchen.

Top Left: Plane sitting on & bush runway,

Top right: Fuel drums

sSuwnrise on the Birdsville Track

, ST

Eottome right: Coolibah camparownds,



Bore Water

ALl the water on the Burdsville Track comes frem
underarownd ( the qreat Artesian Basin) the South
Australian governawent aave Licences for 50 bores to be
drilled back in early days for the cattle to be watered on
thetr way to Marree.

Water also bursts up through the ground naturally
whew the pressure gets top areat, | have askeed the station
pwnlrs is thic wot wasteful as the water evaporates out

here due to the heat, their answer wos iftht_'_.j capped Lt it
would burst throwah somewhere else along the track.




Etadunna Wetlands




Etadunna Station

Etadumna (pronounced “Eta-dinna”) ic a large cattle
station along the Cooper Creek.

There was Gevman mission who set up the Bethesda
Missionary Station nearoy at Lake Killalpaninna to
try and convert the local Diert aborigines to the
Lutheran rélioion.

At tinees the Cooper is in flood, the matn Blrdsville
Trace becomes inpassable where the Cooper Creek
erosses, so Etadunna Station has a hmpss track to the
Cooper Creek ferry.

Page right; Bethesda Missionary.

Top leftold cars and trucks.

Botton Left; A bore proving water and electricity to
the Etadwnna homestead.
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Coopers CreeR Ferry

waters frove Queensland to the Thompson and the
Barcoo combing to créate the Coopers Creeke which then
flows to Lake Eyre across the Birdsville Track. when
this oceurs there is a bypass track at Ettadunna which
Qoes to a fevry to evoss the Coopers Creek.

Teop right; Plaque that remembers Tom Brennan.

Top left; Tova Brennan's punt which was used to take
mail and supplies across the flooded Coopers Creek.

Bottom Left; the swollen Coopers Cregk.




Mulkrna Store

In 1923 the lease for the Mulka store was purchased
by Georae and Mabel Alston who set wp a store for
supplies for the Birdsville Track.

Georae died L 1943 and his wife Mabel raw the store
wntil 1952,

The storve was L the Tivorl Desert sonee 200k south
of Birdsville and 210k north of Marree only a few
bits of rubble now remain.




Mungerannie

Mungerannie is 20&6Rm from Marree and 215km from Birdsville pn the
Blrdville Track.

The name Mungerannie is Aboriginal for big ugly face.

This the only settlement along the track, you will find an outback pub, meals,
snacks and o cold drivnde are available.

Fuel, tyre repairs and basic wmechanical repairs are available.
There is bunkhouse acconumodation and bush camping with showers and toilets
all surrounded by permanent wetlands fed by a controlled bore, around sunrise

and swinset birds come to the waterhole.

Mungerannie seems to have dust storms wihewn the wind comes from the north,




Mungerannie

Page riaht; Mungerannle pub.
Top lLeft; Mungerannie bar.
Bottom Left: Mungerannie bar.

Bottom right; Mungeranatie bar.




A dust storm. SO Y B s After the dust storm.




Muwngerannte

Page Left; Dust storm at the bowser at
Mungerannie,

Top right; Bus shelter.

Bottom Left; Chevrolet four wheel drive truck.

Bottom right; Four wheel drive truck.




Mungerannie wetlands g Mungerannie Wetlands
. 2




Mungeranie Gap
North of Mungerannie is the Murellie Hill and the

Uwinya Hill which create the gap for the Birdsville
Track to pass through.

Top left; Dust blowing across the Birdsville Track.
Top right; Hills on the Birdsville Track.

Bottom right; Coloured hills passing through
Mungerannie Gap.

warburton Crossing

Top Left; Push bike riders riding the Birdsville Track
from Marre to Blrdsville.

Top right; Thought | found a push bike at warburton
Crossing. The road closed sign has fallen off the
mounting.

Eottom Left; Someone ina hL.-I'.l"'I"'H own the Birdsville
Track.



CAUTION

BULL DUST
NEXT & km

2\, BIRDSVILLE BAKERY

. J “ﬁméﬁ“ STILL A BLOODY
L ONG WAY TO GO

THE NATION'S BEER

Birosville Track Signs
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Page Left; Sian for the Birdsville Bakery. ; e

Fackage in the ube. .

P

Tep Left; Crest warning sigw.
Top right; Caution bull dust sign.

Botton riakt: Rubbish sign.




warburton Crossing

About 90kRm. worth f;rf Mungerannit Ls the turnoff ‘FD*
the Stmpson Desert, it Ls a Ekw track to the Warburtow ) _
River Crossing, depending on the amount mee,r i AT L T

& : x & - - - E
| flowing Ln the warburtow =iver the water level at the Lt v gy {;f"‘**" ";"“"
b B el S o s-.

crossing caw be as high as 5 metres which makees it
tmpassable. The track is often closed as the track to the
crossing becowes flooded.

Top Left; Start of the warburton Crossing.

Top right; Glbbeérs on the Track.

Bottom Left; Track flooded.




Suwnrise at warburton Crossing
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Clifton Hills Station

Cliftow Hills Station is approx 1,500 squave
Rilowetres consisting of atbber plains with creeks,
and soft sandhill country. it is often flooded from the
Diamanting River.

Left; Sunrise.

Top left; Clifton Hills Station entrance.

Bottom Left; Bore head and valves.

Top Right; Drilling a new bore.




walkers Crossing warning stgwn for walkers Crossing

walkers Crossing Ls an Unmaintained track and
often impassable due to rain or floods, it is strictly
dry weather only. it takes around & howrs and pns:s.ﬁs
through private property and Sawtos gas and oil field
operations..

Top left; Travelling through walkers Crossing
floodplain.

Bottom right; 44 gallon drow at the twrw off to
walkers Crossing.

Bottom Left; warning sign for walkers Crossing. R e IR o502 I N KA 226 km - e ""i:
Via Walkors Croasing. | 13 I
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Brumby horses Mob of Camels
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BLlrdsville Track Creatures
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Top right; Mulaa snalke.
Top Left; witchetty grub being eaten by ants.

Bottom Left; Dead Camel.




Floodwater
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FloodwWater
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Le Pandie

Pandie Pandie Station is 6625 square kilometres in
size and can hold up to 21000 cattle. Pandis Pandis
Station about 26 kilometres south of Blrdsville along
the banks of the Dlamanting rRiver in the channel
country of South Australia.

Top Left; Lake uloowaranie.
Bottom Left; Button grass growing in the dunes

Top Right; Gibbers (small stones that cover the surface
to prevent erosion).
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\lj The Diamantina

Birdswille Bedoune Bezoota

Wheee the Desar s neets e Chamegl Cnuetry

Bilrdsville

Birdsville is situnted between the eastern edae of the Simpson Desert, the vast gibber plains of Sturt’s
Stony Desert to the south and rich Channel Country to the north. Birdsville is trﬂditim'..ﬂlLH owned hﬂ
the WonaRanguru people.

Birdsville was Rnown as the Diamanting Crossing until 1221 whew Robert Frew the owner of Pandie
Pandie Station renared the town of Dilamanting Crossing to its present nwame of Birdsville after
being amazed at the amount of birdlife found arownd the area.

Birdsville is awn isolated town ln Queensland where the teraperature can be over 45 dearees Celsius for
days on end. Its wain tourist attraction, Ls the annual race meeting attended by many thousands
who come hU ear, bus or plane. We wow have another Annual attraction the big Red Bash where bands
come and play.

Elrdsville gets its water SUPpLY from aw artesian bore( water temperature ls 100 centigrade) it is thew
cooled and stored for the towns consumption.

Birdsville gets its power from geothermal power, the water coming frove the bore is passed over a heat
exchanger, the steam coming from the neat exchanger turns the shaft of an 8okw generator which is
backed up by diesel generators.
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Blrdsville Bore water |

Birdsville gets it's water supply from an artesian ! : . . |+ | I =1 .
bore( water temperature Ls 100 centigrade) it is then : . - AN T - | | | = = =
cocled and stored for the towns consumption. The hot - i 1 e
water is also used to produce power for the community.
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Top Left; Bore and cooling ponds.

Bottow right; Hot water coming from the bore.
Top Right;Wwater storage toweérs.

Page Right; The teonie Birdsville Barery



_ Frontier Services Australi
Inland Mission Clinic

Formerly the Royal Hotel

T ——— . | The Royal Hotel

wit e Sdle Hol e
ot L e aed breny coapd 5. >
rued =5 s s el A e "
:-Ilrl!-l.'r-_'lrhrrk'h i

The Royal Hotel changed in 1923 whew it was taken
OVEY ha A Presoyterian Mission and converted tnto a
bush wursing hovee. The Australiaw lnland Mission
used the building for five years, offering its services
to people Lin need.

Left; The story of the mission.

Top Right; Photo of the t‘.ﬂ?ﬁ[ at the mission.

Page right; The ruins of the Royal Hotel.
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Dlamenting RLVEr

The Diamenting River aets its water from upsteam.
Top Left; Bore and cooling ponds.
Bottora right; Hot water coming frome the bore.
Top Right;water storage towers.

Page Right; The lconic Birdsville Eakery




Birds of Birdsville

Birdsville was renamed from the Diamanting Crossing because the owner Robert Frew of nearby Pandie
Pandie Station was amazed by the anmount of birdlife attracted to the area whew the river was in flood. The
following pages show some of the birds around Birdsville

Page Right; Flock bronzewings
Bottom Left; Whike necked herow.

Bottom right; Tern.




Birds of Birdsville

Page left;
Top right; A Currawong,.

Top Left; Pigeon.
Bottom Left; Wooodswallows.
Page right; Rapters.

Bottom Left; wedagetail Eaagle. s Sl b (8 BRI T
| PRGN S
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Birds of Birdsville

Page Left; Night Heron.
Top Left; A pair of woddswallows.
Top Left; woedswallows.
Top right; A woodswallow.

Bottom Left; Brolgas.




Blrds of Birdsville

Left; A Kite
Top Left; Corvelas drinking..

Top right; Budgerigars .

Bottom right; qallahs.




Blros of Blrdsville

Right: A pairv of Brolaas with their chick.
Top Left; A Black Swaw.
Top right; A Spoonbill.

Bottom left; An Egret.




Birds of Birdsville

Left; A white MNecikeed Herow.
Top Left: A white necked Herown.

Top right; Royal Spoonbills.

Bottom right; Jabaru or Black Necked Stork.
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The men's sile

Thutirla Pula

Thic ceries of interpretive signe at o sionificant
Aboriginal ceremondal site i the Queensland Outback
town of Birdsville that tells the story of the two boys.
Top Left; The Mens meeting place.

Top right; The Lockout.

Eottom r:,n]r" The Worens meet Ln.g FLH.':.E-
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Burke and Wills

The Burkee and Wills Tree is Located ﬂ*p'pmximﬂtttﬂ
three Rilometres from Birdsville on the banks of the
DLamenting =iver.

The Burkes and wills Tree at Birdsville was marked as
part of the Burke and wills expedition in the 1800s.

Local history records that this Coolibah Tree, o the
banks of the Diamanting River bears the marking
BW-CF6 1860.

 ROAD CONDITIONS

INFMFMATION ARD MWICL PE D IT &7

Birdsville to
Big Red
| balhousie

Marree

Big Red / Nappawerica is the name given to the last
sand dune coming from west to east in the Simpson
Desert,

It is approximately =5 kwms west of Birdsville, Big Red
stands well over 30 metres tall and is part of a series of
around 1,140 parallel sand dunes stretehing aeross the
Simpson Desert.

Top Left; The track conditions.

rRight; warning signs for the Simpson Desert.
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Birdsville Races

The Birdeville Races are a horse race held each year
sinee 1222 in the first weekend Ln Septenber in
@Rueenslawd, Australia,

Funds are raised in aid of the Royal Flying Doctor
Service of Australin,

The population goes from about 100 to around 7,000
people for the two day event.

There will be wo race weeting for 2020 due to the
Chinese Covid19 infection going around the world.




This book covers the Burdsville Track.

The Birdsville Track is 51 7kwm track that goes from Marree bn South Australia to
Birdsville in @ueensland.

The only fuel available is at Mungerannie,
The track can be closed so best to checie with the South Australian governiment

website before setting off, it ic a $1000.00 per wheel fine for travelling ow a closed
rofd Ln South Australia.




