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The Journey

Alice Springs to Birdsville, this route was the :'.‘H'LLH way L could get to

do this tr'ip as the opdwadatta track was closed due to ratn.
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The S‘mesow Desert.

The Simpson Desert covers the corner of three states South
Australia, Northerw Terrvitory and Queensland. The South
Australian part is divided into three area’s, the Simpson
Desert Conservation park, the Simpson Desert Reginal
Reserve and the witjira National Park.

There are around 1100 sand dunes running from north to
south across the desert, <o [.fH{m are crossing west to east or
east to west you have thew all to cross. Between the dunes
are clay and saltpans, some of the crossings betweew the
dunes can be wet after rains so it is advised to follow the
tracks of previous travellers, L had two very wmuddy
erossings to do in second gear Low range.

Some of the sand dunes are challenging but if you are
going from west to east Big =ed is the last and biggest
some 40 metres high, You caw take a detour Left or right of
the highest part of big red, the dune is still big but wot as
steep.

The desert’s normal rainfall is 120mwm for the year this
month it has had a Lot of rain and is very wet. The desert is
very areen and full of wildflowers and water.

The French Petrolewm Company built
the tracks in The Slmpson Desert iin
1963 Looklng for ol and gas.

The desert was Rnowwn as the Arunta
Desert or the Great Ribbed Desert, but
in. 1929 Cecil Madigan named it after
Alan Slmpson who was the president
of the Royal Geographical Society in
Adelaide.

The Equilp ment.

My Journey using a Toyota pop top
camper with dual 90 Litre fuel tanks ,and
A 50 litre water tank.

The plan was to go via the OCodnadattn
track but due to rain the Codwadatta
track was closed, 5 days Later it was still
closed so i made my way to Alice Springs
via Uluru, Kings Canyon and Palm
valley.

The road to Finke was closed for a few
days due to the Finke races, so after the
weekend in Alice Springs i leave and take
the old ghawn track to Finke, the road to
Mopuwt Dare was closed so L detowred to
Chambers Pillars, on my return the road
to Mount Dare was open but very wet, i
eventually arrive at Mount Dare fill up
Yy fuel tanks and Leave for Dalhousie
Springs.

I arrive and stay at Balhpusie .5‘Pri.m.c35.,
have a swind i the hot spring and Leave
next day for the Simpson Desert.

7 days later arriving in Birdsville.
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Chambers PLllar's

Left; Chambers Pillar, eaale rock
Top right; Window rock
Bottom right; Horizow

Bottom lcft; castle vock
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Track to Mouwnt Dare

g4

Left; start of the track

Top left; water and mud

Top right; cows on the track

Bottom right; Mud mwoud ang nod
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Mouwnt Dare track

Mud mud n maud

witjirt National Pares
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wi’g]' lra National Park

The National Park itself 7,770 square
Rilometres of gibber, sand dunes, stony
tablelands and floodplain country on the
western edge of the Stmpson Desert.

The Pediriea desert covers 1,250 square
Rilometres of the Witjira national park,
the Pedirien desert is said to be the
swmallest desert i Australia.

The road through to Mount Dare is very
rociey and @ stngle track.

There are places to stop at:
Opossum water hole.

= o'clock creek.

Charlotte waters.

Right; Opossum Water Hole
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Mount Dare Hotel

Mouwnt Dare Hotel

Mount Dare Hotel wused to be part of a cattle
station, the property was takewn over hU MNational
Parks and wildlife in 1984, when it then
became the Witjira National Park. tn 1989 the
Homestead was Leased out for tourisim, the Pub
was the old Station kitchen and was fast
becoming derelict due to termites that had been
left wnchecked for Years causing big damage.

David and Melissa Cox came to Mt Dare in May
2002 and Lt was very ruw down. It was decided
that to build a new Pub frome the ground up . An
old machinery shed was chosen they started in
January 2004, It wasn't until july 2006 that
the new pub was finished and opened, the old Pub
had Llost its rm:r::': Late the previous year and was
only covered by a tarp.

Mount Dare Hotel has the only service available
within the witjira National Park and the
Simpson Désert Conservation Park. Mo Park
Pass is required if you only want to visit the mt
Dare Hotel, but a Pass is required {or the
Dalhousie Springs and the Simpson Desert.

Dave and Melissa ran the pub wntil July
2015 whew they sold it to Graham and
Sandra Scott who, with their family, will
continue to provide hﬂﬁpitﬂlﬁ'ﬂ awnd
service to travellers tp our Litle pasis tn the

desert,
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palhoustle Spr‘f,wgs

palhousie Hot Springs (s 24 to 22 degree's centigrade
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Dalhousie Springs

Dalhousie Springs Ls a aroup of over 60

watwral artesian springs located in wWitjira
National Park ow the westerm fringe of the

Simpson Desert, 120 kilometres northeast of
Opdwnadatta vn northérn South Australia.

o]

Repiiles i‘WI'-!' Divserr Peuple
[y e——

Distraire ol s rsae feem [T b--ln'u-ﬂ'

th e pery s b e iy i et

Irrr il Koo i ayre Py o Pl il bl

Aarriralia B The Pl
Tareriprarg mrl b vy s il

by P TREES

Elor e & O 00 A0 A TR
Erredin B diedl Ralelar 1
aver ks, v 15 g
AT IO R LT TEn et T
vl i s B o W
furh ginbe pideler,

g Frem e

Bals i e sl § b
ORI oh T N el T
ammimieey bemt lip il apiag
WL TR SR LS Rl
a1 Y At s Pl
amal Bwun al e Lomm o

Srnlen | B v irechads e

LUt U TSl e R T
king Broear

[T, e

Al Gahcwes e n g maw
g A E
bemers bagetbairm b ipreie
e L S FUT TR P TR
1S W sogparry el ilen
LU e ]

T W o s g A

S el madn oA i
W Do e A gl
Flaind b v bemy o caririy -0
iy ek e e ik
slimatyicl praiid ben lnap
g g TE e
videv il Srlmag rikbils e

e T ey
v B S b
whti ol iy, By D Miier i0 1w
B Rl R L RS,
il mE e

R T n—_—

Shmy g EE b P ot e
St rE s b1 Bl mei b
Belarg brmrke pmrs im0
EpF Taf gawl llmre e
armrviom o e e

Ll b R LR E e I T e |
B " o e i iy

Freriics il e maler o
Tl rewwsy werasy guasa) & Mal
panrrrirml. The o o liedee
el P e g Bk 1

L B L
ey el e e

Frmprar i drsrag 1y s ceeg
VRS L B e P e

v o by | memg o e iy
s gy

Dalhousie Springs is Australia's largest complex of
artesian springs. The need to protect and rehabilitate
the 70 or so thermal springs in the Dalhousie complex
was ot of the maln reasons for the establishment of
witjira National Park. The springs are home to unique
species of fish such as the Lake Eyre Hardy head and
other rare aguatic Life, it is also a haven for birdlife.



Desert Tracks

There are three maain tracks: the Fremweh Line (the
shortest), the Rig Road (the longest and southern-
most) and the WAA Line, all converging into the
AA Ling which goes to Birdsville.

The French Line is the wmost direct route across
the Simpson Desert and most popular, further east
the duwnes becowe closer together, and there are
nimerous salt Lake crossings. whew these are dry
they have a very firm base however when wet they
caAwn become very ﬂtinEH, L Some cases Limpassable

RLyg Road

The rig road is so called because it was clay
capped to allow the movewent of semi trailers
nauling heavy oilrig equipment. RAMps were
pushed up the side of the dunes. The dune crests
were cut out, and the road was P.LHH capped. The
clay came from borrow pits in the interdunal
corvidors. The rig road travels through the southern
desert, and eventually joins with the K1 line north
to Poeppels corner.

WAA Line

A Line Lecs travelled, the WAA L similar to the
Fremch Line but more remote. It erosses many clay
pans, the Evebeena Track, the Beelaka airstrip, and
a large salt lake shortly before it arvives at the
intersection with the Kwnolls Track. The Lline is
subject to very deep blowouts, mostly sloping to the
wnorth.

RAA Line

The RAA Line ic aecessed 18kRm north of Poeppels
Corner. It is heavily useed and oadly scalloped.
The Line travels through Eastern Simpson Desert
country, typified by wide swales and high well
defined dunes. The swales are full of aldgee
groves, and the sand is a degp orange. The swales
are thick with Coolibah trees , and the whole flood
plain can be extremely wet following floods.

From Eyre Creek You travel through pastoral land
Leased by the Brooklands Pastoral Company



E,mesam Desert

Left; L eaving Dalhousie Springs, with compu :'...LT.{..*'r'!j
desert flag

Top Left; water in the desert
Top r‘E@ ht: 40k Lw the skl turns black

Bottom right; Freeth Junction an Aboriginal

comumLLunLt Y
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Purnl Bore ) s - | . _—
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The French Petrolewm Company
drilled the bore in 1963, the depth
of the well is 1220 metres. The
well was capped, but after a few
years the cap gave way and the

water poured out to create the _ . )
lake. The water flow started to qoni i ib i T . ' _ ;q:p i :
effect the flow at palhousie ' Gl | BRE F | (| i RN
springs sp in 1987 the flow was

reduced at the Purnt Bore well so
as to watntain the wetland. The
wetland is busy with birdlife.
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Purnl Bore

Top left; Zebra Finch
Top right; Lace Monitor
Bottowm. Left; Dingo

rRight; wild Flowers




The Tracks

| am taking the Rioa road to the WAA Line

Simps.ﬂn Deésert

Leaving Purnl Bore
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WAA LLng

Top Left: In between the dunes called Swales

Bottom right; Top of @ dune onWAA track _:- e i b [
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Erabena Track

The WAA Ling is closed due to water and s
impassable, so a ride up between the dunes own the
Evabev.a track to the Frenchline Ls the wiy to go.
The ride betweew the dunes is flat and wo dunes to
ao up and over, a wice chanae.
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The Frénch Ling is the busiest track through the - 8 : : b
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PD&P‘PL'LS. Corwner

Top Left: welcome to Country

Top right; New Marker for the weeting of the three
states

Botton Left; New Marker for the meeting of the

three states

Right ; The Marker for the meeting of South
Australia, Northern Tcrritprﬂ and Rueensland




Eyre C,Lmdpﬂn

Glad of my new found friends as backup to get
aceroos EYre claypan

Top Left: Alternate route across Eyre claypan
Top riaht; Another mud crossing
Bottow right; Car after coming throuah the nud

Left ; The Eyre claypan crossing, had to wait for 2
cars to be towed out before we could go aceross
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RAA Ling

\Aas wet, sometines tpo wet

|

Wieelcome 13

Munga-Thirri
National Park

Simpson Desart regior
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Munga Thivrrt National Park

Munga Thirri National Park is one million hectares and is Queensland's Lavgest protected area. Once
inside the park, you must keep to the RAA Ling, the remaining 170 km to Birdsville crosses Loose sand
dunes. The trip from Poeppel corner to Blrdsville can take five to six hours so allow for aw overnight sta Y.
bush camping is permitted only within 500 metres of the RAA Line.

The track through Munga Thirri Mational Park is Lmpassable when wet. Even small amounts of rain can
make the track impassable, so always be prepared and have at Least a weeR's worth of extra supplies in case
of belng stranded.




RAA Line

The RAA Line is 170km Long and runs from Poepelle corner to Bivdsville, whew it is wet it can be a
challenging, when very wet it can be Lmpassabole.

Top Left: wet track

Top right; Suwiarise on the RAA track

Right ; The last but one of the 1100 dunes across the desert







Blg Red

Satd to be 40 metres high

cla ypan

A Muddy claypan before Big Red
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BLg Red/Nappanerica Dung

Big Red is the largest in the Simpson Desert. It

stands approximately 90 wmetres above sea level and

35 wmetres above the plain.

Top Left: 1st attewpt, took me = tries to get to the top
Top right; M¢ coming up BLO Red

Bottowm right; Me at the top of Big Red

Right ; Big Red
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Blg Reo

Top Left: Big Red sand dune
Top right; Ripples in the dunes
Bottom right; Slack posing on Big Red

Left ; A well deserved beer at the top of Big Red,
with friends from victoria




Blg Red

Sunset
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Blrdsville race club

Birdsville's busiest week of the year occurs in
Septeniber. The population for Blrdsville goes from
120 to some F000 people, Visitors come from all
parts of Australia and the world for the Awnual
Birdsville Racing Carnival over two days.

The first race meeting was held in 1882 as an event
for hack awnd stock herses with a few Local
Spectators.




The trip through the Simpson Desert tookk 7 da Ys.
A total distanece covertd was &50 to 700 Rilovaeters.
Fuel wsed was #5 litres.,

Average speed was 20Rph.

The Simpson desert was not as it Limagined.
There were Lots of wildflowers
Lots of water and nud.




